	


	


Assessor's Office

	Contact

	Robin L. O’Loughlin, CCMA
Town  Assessor


	Address:

	174 Main Street
Deep River, CT 06417

	Phone:

	(860) 526-6029

	Fax:

	(860) 526-6023

	Hours:

	Monday - Friday
9:00AM – 12:00PM  & 1:00PM - 4:00PM



	


Additional Links:
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	Welcome Homeowner
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On behalf of the Town of Deep River, we would like to welcome you to our community. We would also like to make you aware of programs that are available to you.  If you feel you qualify for any of the following programs, please contact the Assessor's Office at (860) 526-6029.

If you wish to change your mailing address for tax bills click to print out the form.

1. Veterans: If you are a veteran of any war period so declared in the Connecticut General Statutes, you may be entitled to an exemption. You must provide an original or certified copy of your Honorable Discharge or similar document to the Stonington Town Clerk. The dates of eligibility change often, so contact the Assessor’s office to make sure you qualify. 

2. Active Duty Veterans: If you have 90 days or more service during a designated war period you may be entitled to an exemption.  You must provide a letter stating active duty status, filed annually by September 30th with the Town Clerk.  If you have a vehicle garaged out of state you may also be entitled to an exemption of the vehicle.

3. Disabled Veterans: Veterans claiming disability exemptions must submit proof from the Veterans’ Administration to the Assessor annually during the assessment period stating the percentage of disability in order to receive the proper amount of exemption. 

4. Disabled Veterans Aged 65 or Older: If you qualify for a veteran’s disability exemption and you are over 65, the exemption may be increased to the equivalent of a 100% disability rating. If you qualify, provide us proof of age. 

5. Totally Disabled: Under certain circumstances, residents who are receiving permanent disability benefits under the Federal Old Age Survivors and Disability Insurance Program or certain other qualifying programs may be entitled to receive a $1000 property exemption upon submission of qualifying proof to the Assessor. 

6. Blind: If you or your spouse is legally blind you may be entitled to an exemption.
 
7. Elderly or Disabled Exemption Programs: If you are a resident and the owner of the property and you or your spouse is over 65 or considered to be permanently disabled, you may be eligible for a reduction in taxes. This program has certain income requirements. Contact the Assessor’s office if you believe you may qualify. 



Robin L. O’Loughlin, CCMA

Town  Assessor
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Assessment Process
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	The Town of Deep River had a general property revaluation effective October 1, 2010. Under Section 12-62 of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Town is now required to implement a revaluation no later than five years from the preceding revaluation.  The maintenance of an equitable tax base, and the location and appraisal of all real and personal property within the Town for inclusion onto the Grand List is the responsibility of the Assessor's Office.  The Grand List represents the total of assessed values for all taxable real and personal property located within the Town on October 1.   Assessments for real property are computed at 70 percent of the estimated market value at the time of the last general revaluation.   The Board of Assessment Appeals determines whether adjustments to the Assessor's list on assessments under appeal are warranted.

When a new structure or modification to an existing structure is undertaken, the Assessor's Office receives a copy of the permit issued by the Building Inspector.  A physical appraisal is then completed and the structure classified and priced from a schedule developed at the time of the last revaluation.  Property depreciation and obsolescence factors are also considered when arriving at an equitable value.  New construction complete after the October 1 assessment is prorated onto the grand list from the date the Building Official issues the Certificate of Occupancy or when the structure is occupied. 

All personal property (furniture, fixtures, equipment, and machinery) is revalued annually.  An assessor's check and audit is completed periodically. Deadline for filing the declaration is November 1.  Assessments for personal property are computed at 70 percent of present value. 

Motor vehicle lists are furnished to the Town by the State of Connecticut, and values of motor vehicles are accomplished in accordance with an automobile price schedule published in the National Automotive Dealers Association as recommended by the State Office of Policy and Management. Section 12-71b of the Connecticut General Statutes provides that motor vehicles which are registered with the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles after the October 1 assessment date but before the next July 1 are subject to a property tax as if the motor vehicle had been included on the October 1 Grand List.  The assessment is prorated, and the proration is based on the number of months of ownership between October 1 and the following September 30th.  Motor vehicles purchased in August and September are not assessed until the next October 1 Grand List.  If the motor vehicle replaces a motor vehicle that was assessed on the October 1 Grand List, the taxpayer is entitled to certain credits.  Assessments for motor vehicles are computed at 70 percent of the annual appraisal of average clean retail value.
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Frequently Asked Questions: Assessor

Printer-Friendly Version
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	Q. How is the value of my Motor Vehicle determined?
Standard price guidelines (NADA) are used to determine the average retail value of your motor vehicles.

Q. What if I think my assessment is not accurate?
You have the right to appeal to the Board of Assessment Appeals. The Board meets to review and adjust tax assessments during the months of March (for all types of properties) and September (for Motor Vehicles appearing on the October 1st grand list). Applications must be filed for the March session between February 1st & 20th. No appointment is necessary for the September session.  Board of Assessment Appeals Application.

Q. Why do I still get a bill when I no longer own my vehicle?
If you owned a vehicle as of October 1st, you are responsible for the following July bill. If you disposed of the vehicle after October 1st, you may receive a credit or refund if you provide proof to the assessor.

STANDARD FORMS OF PROOF FOR REMOVAL AND/OR PRORATION 
1. PLATE RECEIPT from DMV indicating that registration has been CANCELLED. 
2. PLUS ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
a. A copy of the bill of sale (located at bottom of registration form); 
b. A copy of the Transfer of Title (signed); 
c. Out of State registration (date the vehicle was registered outside the State of Connecticut); 
d. Stolen vehicle: a statement from insurance company indicating that the vehicle was stolen and NOT RECOVERED; 
e. Totaled vehicle: a statement  from the insurance company indicating that the vehicle was totaled; 
f. Junked vehicle: a notarized receipt from junk yard; 
g. Trade-in vehicle: a copy of purchase agreement identifying the trade-in vehicle and a plate receipt. 
NOTE: All information must be DATED and have the VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER on it. For more information call the assessor's office. 

Q. If I no longer reside in the state, why am I getting a bill?
If you were on the Grand List as of Oct. 1st, you received a bill. As soon as you register your vehicle in another state, send a copy of your registration to the Tax assessor; your bill will be prorated.

Q. Are there any breaks for Senior Citizens?
If you or your spouse are over 65 or disabled and you live in your own home, you may be eligible for a tax credit which could reduce your tax bill subject to income verification. For more information contact the Assessor's Office at 860-526-6029. If you rent, you may be eligible for rent reimbursement. To find out current income/eligibility requirements, contact our office at 860-526-6029.

Q. Could I qualify for any exemptions?
The following are exemptions available in the Town of Deep River: 
       Veteran & Active Duty 
       Disabled Veteran 
       Blind or Totally Disabled 
       Motor Vehicle of Service Person (Resident)
       Motor Vehicle of Service Person (Non-Resident)
       Farm Machinery
       Forest, & Farm
       Manufacturer 

	


HOMEOWNERS/TOTALLY DISABLED STATE PROGRAM
Connecticut law provides for annual tax relief payments to qualified homeowners. The following information applies to applications filed in 2012.

To be eligible:

1.  You or your spouse must be at least 65 years of age as of December 31, 2011 or over 18 and permanently and totally disabled.
2.  You must be a permanent resident of the State of Connecticut.

3.  Your 2011 income cannot exceed $39,500 if you’re married or $32,300 if you’re unmarried.

Income Definition: Qualifying income is defined as adjusted gross income for IRS purposes plus any other income not included in such adjusted gross income.

4.  You must provide the Assessor with a copy of your SSA1099, or its equivalent, from Social Security and your federal income tax return if you file one. The Assessor may require any other proof of income that may be necessary for the certification of the claim, such as interest statements and pension statements.

In Addition to the Above Conditions Homeowners Must:

(File an application between February 1st and May 15th, at least every two years, with the Assessor’s Office of the town where they live.

(Own the property or hold a tenancy for life or for a term of years, which makes the applicant liable for payment of taxes (CGS Sec. 12-48). The property must be the applicant’s primary residence (domicile).

(Credits are determined as a percentage of taxes.

    INCOME


     TAX CREDIT  %



TAX CREDIT MAXIMUM

OVER
      TO

MARRIED      SINGLE

            MARRIED      SINGLE

$ -0-  - $16,100

50% 

    40%


$1,250             $ 1,000

16,100 - 21,700

40% 

    30%


  1,000                    750

21,700 - 27,100

30% 

    20%


     750                    500

27,100 - 32,300

20%

    10%


     500                    250

32,300 - 39,500

10% 

      0%
                                250                      -0-

This program includes minimum credits ranging from $150 to $400.

DEEP RIVER LOCAL OPTION - HOMEOWNERS PROGRAM

Connecticut law allows for annual local option tax relief payments to qualified homeowners. 

The following information applies to applications filed in 2012.
To be eligible:

1. You or your spouse must be at least 65 years of age as of December 31, 2011 or over 18 and permanently and totally disabled.

2. You must be a permanent resident of the State of Connecticut.  You must have lived in your Deep River Residence for a minimum of five years.

3. Your 2011 income cannot exceed $45,000 for the Deep River Local Option.
Income Definition: Qualifying income is defined as adjusted gross income for IRS purposes plus any other income not included in such adjusted gross income.

4. You must provide the Assessor with a copy of your SSA1099, or its equivalent, from Social Security and your federal income tax return if you file one. The Assessor may require any other proof of income that may be necessary for the certification of the claim, such as interest statements and pension statements.

In Addition to the Above Conditions Homeowners Must:

(File an application between February 1st and May 15th, at least every two years, with the Deep River Assessor’s Office.

(Own the property or hold a tenancy for life or for a term of years, which makes the applicant liable for payment of taxes (CGS Sec. 12-48). The property must be the applicant’s primary residence (domicile) and have been your Deep River domicile for five years.

(Credits are determined as follows.

     
      INCOME 



   TAX CREDIT 
  OVER       TO

         MARRIED/SINGLE

$ -0-      - $16,100

            $ 625
        $500

16,100  -   21,700


  500
          375

21,700  -   27,100

   
  375
          250

27,100  -   32,300


  250
          125

32,300  -   45,000


  125
          125   

Chart based on 100% ownership, credit may vary based on percent of ownership.

Any Questions? Call the Assessor’s Office at 860-526-6029.

	Automobile Tax Removal

STANDARD FORMS OF PROOF FOR REMOVAL AND/OR PRORATION 
Motor Vehicle Corrections
If you receive a bill for a vehicle that you did not own on 10-1-2011, you must provide proof that you did not own that vehicle on 10-1-2011. All forms of proof must be dated and identify the vehicle by make, model, year, and identification number.  
Only the following forms of proof are acceptable:
PLATE RECEIPT from DMV indicating that the registration has been CANCELLED. Plus Any One of the Following.  

If your vehicle was SOLD on or before October 1, 2011: 
1. You provide proof that the person to whom you sold the vehicle is listed on the October 1, 2011 Grand List in a Connecticut Municipality. 

2. You provide a copy of the original registration of the person to whom you sold this vehicle. 

3. You provide a copy of your transferred title. This is your title that you dated, signed and wrote in the buyer's name, thereby signing over ownership to the buyer. 

4. You provide a copy of your cancelled title. (Obtain from Copy Record Section of Motor Vehicle Dept.) 

5. You provide a letter from the junk dealer to whom you sold the vehicle. 

6. You provide a dealer sales document which shows you traded in the vehicle. 

Note: (Cancellation for "no insurance" is not acceptable proof) 
If your vehicle was STOLEN on or before October 1, 2011: 
1. You provide a statement from the insurance agent or company that you were compensated for this vehicle.
2. You provide a larceny report from the Police Department which states that vehicle was not recovered. 
If your vehicle was TOTALLED in an accident on or before October 1, 2011: 
1. You provide a statement from the insurance company that you were compensated for total loss of this vehicle and the vehicle was not retained by you.  

2. For a vehicle that is not insured for collision, you must supply at least 2 of the following 3 forms of proof: 
(a) A copy of the accident report.
(b) A statement from your insurance agent or company stating the date you dropped your liability coverage on this vehicle.
(c) A letter from the junk dealer to whom this vehicle was sold. 
If you MOVED and REGISTERED OUT OF STATE on or before October 1, 2011: 
1. You provide a copy of the out-of-state registration dated prior to October 1, 2011.
(Proof of residence in other state may also be required) 
Motor Vehicle Property Tax Credits
You may be entitled to a partial credit because the vehicle for which you are currently being taxed has been sold, stolen and not recovered, totally destroyed or removed and registered in another state during the time from October 2, 2011 until August 31, 2012. The credit is not automatic. The taxpayer must provide documentation to the assessor. The documentation must be official and specific. It is not sufficient to show that insurance was cancelled. 
Only these forms of proof are acceptable. NOTE: All forms of proof must specifically identify the vehicle in question by make, model, year, and identification number. All forms of proof must contain a date of sale, or of theft, or of loss, or of registration. 

PLATE RECEIPT from DMV indicating that the registration has been CANCELLED. Plus Any One of the Following.  
VEHICLE SOLD: 
1. You provide proof that the person to whom you sold the vehicle is listed on the October 1, 2011 Regular/Supplement Motor Vehicle Grand List in a Connecticut Municipality. 

2. You provide a copy of the original registration of the person to whom you sold this vehicle. 

3. You provide a copy of your transferred title. This is your title that you dated, signed and wrote in the buyer's name, thereby signing over ownership to the buyer. 

4. You provide a copy of your cancelled title. (Obtain from Copy Record Section of Motor Vehicle Dept.) 

5. You provide a letter from the junk dealer to whom you sold the vehicle. 

6. You provide a dealer sales document which shows you traded in the vehicle. 
Note: (Cancellation for "no insurance" is not acceptable proof)
VEHICLE STOLEN AND NOT RECOVERED: 
1. You provide a statement from the insurance agent or company that you were compensated for this vehicle. 

2. You provide a larceny report from the Police Department which states that vehicle was not recovered. 
VEHICLE TOTALLY DEMOLISHED: 
1. You provide a statement from the insurance company that you were compensated for total loss of this vehicle and the vehicle was not retained by you.
2. For a vehicle that is not insured for collision, you must supply at least two of the following three forms of proof: 
(a) A copy of the accident report.
(b) A statement from your insurance agent or company stating the date you dropped your liability coverage on this vehicle.
(c) A letter from the junk dealer to whom this vehicle was sold. 
VEHICLE REMOVED AND REGISTERED IN ANOTHER STATE: 
1. You provide a copy of the out-of-state registration. 
DEADLINE FOR FILING FOR CREDIT:
                         10-1-2010 Assessment list filing deadline is December 31, 2012
                         10-1-2010 Supplemental list filing deadline is December 31, 2012
                         10-1-2011 Assessment list filing deadline is December 31, 2013
                         10-1-2011 Supplemental list filing deadline is December 31, 2013
[image: image18.png]





TOWN OF DEEP RIVER, CT
DOWNLOADABLE FORMS

Address Change

Elderly & Totally Disabled Homeowners Application
Farm Machinery & Horses

Farmland Application

Forestland Application

Form for Assessment Appeal

Income and Expense Form

Manufacturing Machinery

Motor Vehicle Active Duty Military (Resident)

Motor Vehicle Active Duty Military (Non-Resident)

Solar Application

Totally Disabled Tax Exemption
